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offer of a home at Camden House, Chislehurst,
which had been made them by one of their
English friends.

In March 1871, Napoleon left Wilhelmshohe
and made the journey to Chislehurst. On his
arrival in England, he was given a sympathetic
ovation by the crowds, with whom his popularity
was still great and who lost no opportunity of
welcoming his return to exile in their land. A
friendly call by Queen Victoria at Camden
House assured him of her continued good will.
During the twenty-two months which were left
to him, he seldom ventured outside the grounds
of his new home, but spent his time in walking
about the grounds, reading, and working on a
new book upon the organisation of the French
army. Yet this dying invalid never gave up hope
of a return to power. To the very end he firmly
believed that his hour would come. He corres-
ponded with the few partisans still left to him in
France, and elaborate plans were drawn up ready
for his fourth attempt at a coup d'etat. His chief
anxiety was his inability to ride. He had formed
the belief that, when the chosen hour arrived, he
must make his re-entry into Paris on horseback as
a soldier, and this conviction was so clearly
shared by his advisers that, when events in the
capital had led them to hope that the moment
for action was approaching, Rouher actually